
 

Green Commission Meeting 

September 2, 2020 

Minutes 
 

Kris Tesar, Green Commission chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30PM. 

 

Roll Call: Mayor Fritz, Mrs. Neuger, Mr. Neuger, Mrs. Nevans, Mr. Norwick, Mr. Spencer, 

Ms.Sturgis, Ms.Tesar  

 

Others present: Councilman Paul Stanard 

 

Mrs. Neuger made a motion seconded by Mr. Neuger to approve the minutes of the Green 

Commission meeting of March 4, 2020.  

 

ROLL CALL: 

Ayes: Mayor Fritz, Mrs. Neuger, Mr. Neuger, Mrs. Nevans, Mr. Norwick, Mr. Spencer, 

Ms.Sturgis, Mrs.Tesar. 

NAYS: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Updates from the Mayor 

The Mayor discussed the need for better messaging in our curbside recycling program. We are 

number one in the county and we are proud of that, however, we feel that we could do even better. 

Mayor Fritz spoke with the service department about areas that need improvement. We will be 

highlighting those areas by way of video recordings on our website and social media. Mrs. Tesar 

will tell us more about that later. 

 

The Soil and Water Conservation District is providing the village with 70 trees to distribute at 

Greening the Hills. Sherri is working out the details. 

 

Recycling grant: The village gets $5000 a year from the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District to 

use for recycling. A portion of this funding is for mandatory allocation pertaining to recycling. 

When that requirement is satisfied we usually have about 3000 per year left to spend. The mayor 

is asking the Green Commission to think about areas that could benefit from this funding. 

Typically, these categories include: recycling awareness materials, composting containers, paper 

shredding events, reusable shopping bags. There is an opportunity to be creative with the 

remaining balance of funds.  Input from the Green Commission will be helpful in planning how to 

spend the balance of these funds. Decisions will be made in January 2021. The Mayor will send 

an email to review the kind of ideas we can be thinking about. 

 

Updates from the Commission Chair  

Mrs. Tesar asked for a volunteer to take notes at Commission meetings when we meet again in 

person. The commission chair will generate the minutes from the notes. For now Zoom meeting 

recordings provide meeting content.  

 

The Mayor, Mrs. Tesar, Councilman Spencer and Councilwoman Kozminski-VanderHart have  
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been working on a video that highlights the “dos and don’ts” of proper curbside recycling. The  

intention is to distribute the video on social media and on the Village website. We will provide 

helpful information that will be accessible, memorable and sometimes humorous. The problem 

with “wishcycling” will be highlighted in the next video and specific examples will be provided 

to guide residents about effective curbside recycling practices. 

 

The Mayor reminded us about what happens when people “wishcycle,” a practice that leads to 

contaminated recycling bins. An entire recycling truckload may be rejected and sent to the landfill. 

This costs money and results in the efforts of many who recycle being wasted. Not to mention the 

ill effects on the environment by adding more to the landfill that could have been recycled. 

 

Ted DeWater has identified some common recycling mistakes in Moreland Hills: yard waste, 

construction materials, co-mingling trash with recyclables, and the wrong types of plastic. 

 

Mrs. Tesar and Sherri met to review the recycling postcards. We made a few changes and these 

will be mailed out before Greening the Hills. 

 

Curbside recycling carts have updated stickers that address the more recent changes in recycling 

practices. Not all residents have the updated sticker on their carts. There was much discussion 

about this. Various methods of messaging will be used to alert residents about the new stickers. 

These include Facebook, newsletters, and Greening the Hills. 

 

Greening the Hills 

The date has changed to Halloween, Saturday October 31st. There was much discussion about 

planning for the event. Mrs. Neuger pointed out that since everyone is required to stay in their cars 

there would not be an opportunity for interacting and enjoying refreshments like we usually do at 

this event. Mrs. Neuger suggested posting easy to read signage similar to storyboards at the library. 

These could highlight some of the major educational features of our curbside recycling program. 

Mr. Spencer suggested that the new recycling stickers be highlighted in this manner, and Mrs. 

Nevans suggested that we enlarge and post a sticker for display as cars are lining up. 

 

Additional Members 

According to the ordinance that established the Green Commission, we are short two members. 

The Mayor usually appoints members to commissions and he asked for recommendations. Mrs. 

Neuger suggested Connie Sancetta who was very helpful and resourceful in providing an 

information booth at last year’s Greening the Hills event. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Mrs. Tesar encouraged the group to explore the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District website 

and become familiar with their educational resources. Mr. Norwick recommended a Wall Street 

Journal article about food waste. He will send us the link. 

 

Mayor Fritz made a motion seconded by Mr. Norwick to adjourn the meeting 

 

ROLL CALL:  

Ayes: All in Favor 

MOTION CARRIED 
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________ 

Kris Tesar, Commission chair 
 


