
MH Parks Commission Meeting of June 22nd, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Meeting Called to Order @ 6:04 PM by Chairman Janke 

Roll Call: 

Present: 

Mr. Czayka 

Mrs. Freundlich 

Mr. Friedman 

Mayor Fritz 

Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. Olsson 

Mr. DeWater 

Councilman Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt 

Absent: 

 Also Present: Rick Misterka, Mrs. Hardin-Levine (arrived after roll call),  

 

Agenda: 

Approval of Minutes from Parks Commission Meeting held on May, 17th, 2021: 

Any Amendments: None 

Votes for Adoption of the motion: 

 Moved by: Mr. Minoff 

 Seconded by: Mrs. Wyatt 

 Yes: 

 Mr. Czayka 

Mrs. Freundlich 

Mr. Friedman 

Mayor Fritz 



Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. Olsson 

Mr. DeWater 

Councilman Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt 

   

 No: 

 Abstain:  

 Not Voting: 

Mrs. Hardin-Levine 

 

Updates from Mayor Fritz: 

Mayor Fritz notified the commission that we will no longer be able to beet virtually as of June 

30th.  The village has installed air filtration and is taking steps to be as safe as possible. 

The village council sent bids for pavilion to approval status. 

The Mayor thanks those that assisted in helping with the community fishing day. 

Mayor Fritz did speak with the Schwinds and they will continue to maintain headstones at 

Hogsback Cemetery.  They will let the village know if assistance can be provided in the future.  

Mayor Fritz wanted to thank Ted Friedman for his work with Hermes to get the race registration 

up and running. He is looking forward to the event. 

The Mayor also thanked Mrs. Freundlich for her efforts in writing a monthly column in the MH 

newsletter, to represent the Parks Commission. 

A resident reached out to the Mayor about a feeder path that could access Forrest Ridge from 

that road.  There may be a future discussion and he will update the commission if that arises. 

The village placed 2nd in recycling efforts for the county at 24%.  He thanked the service dept. for 

their efforts. 

New signage will be going up at the entrances to the village.  The old signs will be donated to the 

parks commission for fundraising.  

Mr. Olsson asked about specific requirements regarding in-person meetings. 

The Mayor stated that those not vaccinated must wear a mask, but those that are do not have 

to.  The cabin and bathrooms have been opened up.   



Mr. Minoff asked about the legal issue regarding the potential access from Berkeley.   

Mayor Fritz explained that there was a law suite regarding the development of that area.  One 

of the villages arguments for not developing that area was the unstable soils, so any future 

improvements would need to be considered.  Currently, there is little interest in this access trail.  

 

Updates from the MHHS: 

Mr. Nielson wanted to thank the service dept. for the clean up around the birth site park.   

Mr. DeWater updated that the scout troop that is going to help has been approved by their 

council to work in the park, as well as the Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Nielson thought that the visits by commission members to the birth site was productive.  It 

was helpful to review the plans that they have developed and understand that it is a long term 

plan. 

Mrs. Wyatt added that the MHHS has a list of things that they would like to do and feels that 

these can all be accomplished.  The birth site park is a great asset to the community. 

Mr. Minoff noted that Tim Garfield, President Garfields Great Great Grandson, was also at the 

park and it appeared that he would like to make a connection with the commission regarding 

future improvements. 

Mr. Nielson would like to focus on signage first.  

The Mayor confirmed that the village has a vendor that they use and suggest that they be used 

to ensure consistency throughout the village.  

Mr. Minoff asked if the list of priorities will be handed between the MHHS and the 

administration. 

The Mayor stated that it would and he will be meeting with the MHHS in the future to discuss 

future improvements with them. 

Mr. Minoff asked if there was a plan to speak with Mr. Garfield in response to his interest in the 

park.    

Chairman Janke replied that there has been communication with Mr. Garfield.  He and Mayor 

Fritz prefer to keep the discussion of the improvement project with the administration, the 

parks commission, and the MHHS.   

Mr. Minoff commented that there might be a benefit to coordinate with other Garfield sites to 

avoid duplication.  

 

Garfield Birth site Park Improvement Plan 

Mr. Olsson asked what Mr. Garfields involvement was with the birth site park. 



Mr. Nielson confirmed that he is a member of the MHHS, but that is not his main focus.  

Chairman Janke stated that improved signage should be a priority. 

Mr. Olsson thought that the path to the birth site should be improved. 

Mr. Minoff asked Mr. Misterka about a board walk.   

Mr. Misterka stated that it would work only for consistently wet areas.     

 

Head for the Hills 2021: 

Chairman Janke asked that Mr. Friedman update the commission on HFTH 2021. 

Mr. Friedman commented that the contract has been executed with Hermes.  The registration 

website is now up and live.  The event is on the race calendar and will be publicized in their 

newsletter which will is pushed to their subscribers.  Fleet Feet will like to be a sponsor again 

and agreed to be a preregistration location.  The are also donating gift cards.  If the sponsor ship 

obtains logos from sponsors, they can send them to him to get uploaded to the registration site.  

Chairman Janke reached out to Arborware, who was the provider of event shirts last year, to ask 

how much lead time they needed to create the shirts again for this year. They require 3 weeks 

to ensure that there was enough time to meet the deadline.   

He recommend a deadline of Sept. 1st for all groups that have items that require coordination 

with the logistics team. 

Mayor Fritz stated that the Hermes website, the village newsletter, and social media will be 

 used.  The Mayor also recommended using neighborhood groups to get the word out.  He is 

 confident that we will have a good turnout.  There has been a discussion regarding the route 

 along Chagrin River Rd.  

Mr. Friedman commented that the routes for the hike and fun run/walk still needs to be 

 planned.  

Mr. Hardin-Levine stated that having a better description of the fun run/walk will help promote. 

She also asked for a description of the purpose/goals of the event to better engage potential 

sponsors. 

Mr. Friedman agreed to provide her with the text from the materials that have already been 

created. 

Mayor Fritz asked Mr. Czayka if the WRLC would consider allowing for access to their property 

for the fun run/hike. 

Chairman Janke asked if a member of the fundraising committee wanted to update the group. 

Mr. Minoff stated that they have begun to update the letter used from last year, as it was 

outdated and included a virtual hike.  They also discussed donation tiers and how those could be 



displayed on the event shirts.  They would like to identify local businesses and begin to reach 

out to potential sponsors. 

Mrs. Hardin-Levine asked if there was a dollar amount goal.  She noted that the goal last year 

was $1000 and thinks the goal should be higher.  “What is the goal” is also a question that 

potential sponsors will ask.  

Mr. Minoff commented that $10k would be an appropriate goal.  

Chairman Janke agreed that a goal was worth discussing.  The commission should also begin to 

think about what they would like to do with the funds raised.   

The Mayor confirmed that funds raised by the parks commission does not need to be approved 

by council. 

Mr. Minoff wants to have a discussion in the future what we would do with the money raised, 

but the general idea is that it will be used for beautification of the parks. 

Mrs. Hardin-Levine asked if signage on the route could be used as a sponsorship opportunity. 

Mayor Fritz and Mr. Friedman have seen sponsorship sign at races they have attend and think it 

would be a great opportunity for HFTH.  

Mr. Olsson asked if the step from a virtual event to an in-person event, along with the additional 

actives might be a stretch and should we consider sticking to only the race. 

Mayor Fritz acknowledged the concerns and stated that having additional opportunities for 

families and non-runners would be an added benefit.  Between Hermes,the MHPD, the parks 

commission, and volunteers we will have enough support to make it happen. 

 Mr. Minoff asked if it makes sense to solicit volunteers in the newsletter. 

Mayor Fritz agreed that was a good idea once the commission has assessed the needs for 

volunteers.   

Chairman Janke commented that logistics should handle the volunteer roster.  He also stated 

that Mr. Olsson’s concerns with over extending were valid and consideration  should be given by 

each group while working on their portion.  Activities like a scavenger hunt should not require 

many resources to manage.  He also encouraged the small groups to meet as necessary. 

 

Open Discussion: 

Mayor Fritz acknowledged the value of the Eagle Scouts that have assisted in the community 

and wanted to make the commission aware of their history. 

Mr. Czayka notified the commission that the WRLC would like to work with the parks 

commission to update signs in Forest Ridge, as there are some inaccuracies.   He will be reaching 

out on behalf of the WRLC in the near future.  



Mrs. Freundlich commented on her visit to Hogsback Cemetery and how nice it was to meet the 

Schwinds and learn more about it.  

Mr. Czayka stated the the WRLC is looking to acquire the land surrounding the cemetery from 

Hunting Valley, who currently owns it.  If they are able to purchase the property, MH may be 

involved in management of this property.  

Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn at 7:16 pm. 

Moved by: Mrs. Wyatt 

 Seconded by: Mr. Czayka 

  Yes: 

  Mr. Czayka 

Mrs. Freundlich 

Mr. Friedman 

Mayor Fritz 

Mrs. Hardin-Levine 

Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. Olsson 

Mr. DeWater 

Councilman Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt  

 No: 

 Abstain:  

 Not Voting: 

    


