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Parks Commission Meeting 

May 18, 2020 

Minutes 
 

Chairman Janke called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Mr. Friedman, Mayor Fritz, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Mrs. Renda, 

Service Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. Misterka, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. Wyatt 

ABSENT: Mrs. Prendergast 

 

Also Present: Sherri Arrietta, Clerk of Council, Maureen Geck, MHHS President, Councilwoman 

Laura Kozminski-VanderHart 

 

Mr. Stanard made a motion seconded by Mrs. Wyatt to approve the minutes of the Parks 

Commission Meeting of January 21, 2020. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

AYES: Mr. Friedman, Mayor Fritz, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Service 

Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. Misterka, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. Wyatt 

NAYS: None 

ABSTENTION: Mrs. Renda 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Janke stated that it has been awhile since they have gotten together since the last meeting was 

postponed.  He stated that he felt that they needed to get together and get a little face time.  Mr. 

Janke stated that he is going to turn it over to Mayor Fritz right now to give an update and inform 

everyone on how these changes are affecting the Parks Commission and the budget.   

 

Updates from Mayor Fritz 
Mayor Fritz thanked everyone for their patience and informed them that as Mr. Janke said, they 

have been in communication about when it was best to hold the meeting.  We did not meet last 

time because there were still so many loose ends and things were up in the air that we were not 

certain about.  Those loose ends are still not tied up yet, but we do have a little more clarity in 

moving forward on a few issues so we thought it would be a good idea to sit down and discuss 

them. 

 

Mayor Fritz informed members that he would have to leave the meeting early after his update and 

apologized for having to do so. 

 

Mayor Fritz gave an update on the impact of COVID-19.  He stated that the COVID-19 situation 

has imposed quite an impact on the Village in terms of general operations such as, day-to-day 

operations, meeting schedules, and the budget.  As of right now, our year-to-date income tax 

collections are significantly down compared to last year.  Moving forward, those deficits come in  

one of two areas; they are either losses or they are delays in payment.  As the months go on, we 

will get a better idea what our losses are vs. what our delays are in the revenue stream.  Our 

Treasurer is projecting a 30% loss of income taxes for 2020.  We have taken some strides; Council  
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has been working with administration and the department heads have been outstanding in cutting  

things from their budgets.  While it is never fun to sit down and have those conversations, we are 

trying to do it in a way that is fair and practical and efficient for the residents and their tax dollars.   

 

Mayor Fritz gave an update on the demolition of the House on the Hill.  The demolition of the 

house has been delayed.  The reason for the delay is that even though we received $150,000 from 

the Natureworks grant, we will still need to match those funds and the question is where to get 

those funds.  We were hoping to get the additional funds from the capital budget request.  He stated 

that he spoke to Representative Robinson today who gave him an update on the capital budget 

funds.  Representative Robinson informed him that those funds will either be significantly delayed 

or eliminated completely.  He stated that Representative Robinson is advising mayors that if they 

have a project that they want to get done this year, they should plan to move forward on them 

without this funding.  Our Natureworks grant money can be utilized until December 31, 2021.  He 

stated that to move forward on this project without the capital budget funds, we can use $150,000 

in the budget from last year and the $150,000 from Natureworks that we do not want to lose 

because that will not make fiscal sense.  Mayor Fritz stated that we do have a plan in place and 

need to approve some steps moving forward and do intend on demolishing the house this year.  

That amount will not cover the entire project cost, but it will be close so we will have to find the 

rest elsewhere.  The Village budget is healthy due to prudent management from his predecessors, 

which continues to be our practice, as well as the work that the department heads have done with 

this year’s budget.  He stated that we are confident that we can find those extra funds in some of 

our unencumbered funds in the Village budget and not have to go into our rainy day funds, which 

is something we would not want to do.  Mayor Fritz stated that he is optimistic that with the money 

we have cut out of the budget this year, the grant funding and the CARES Act money that will be 

available to the Village; we will be able to move forward with this project.  We are comfortable 

with saying we will move forward with the demolition of the house now and continuing with the 

rest of the project before the December 31, 2021 deadline.  Things can change as we all know but 

he stated that he is hopeful that things will continue to get better. 

 

Mr. Stanard asked if the contractor is okay with the delay of the demolition and if there are any 

additional costs associated with that.  Mayor Fritz stated that the contractor has agreed to extend 

the same price to whatever date we do the work this year.  If we wait until 2021, the price might 

go up so it is prudent for us to move forward on the demolition this year.  That price does include 

full demolition, backfilling, and re-grading and seeding where needed.  Mr. Stanard asked if there 

would be a possibility that Natureworks would retract their grant.  Mayor Fritz stated that he spoke 

to Tim Robinson with ODNR, regarding finances and that threat was not presented and in fact, he 

reinforced the fact that we could do this project in phases.  Once we do the demolition, we can 

submit right away for the 75% payment for that, not having to expend the whole amount.  Mayor 

Fritz stated that just a month ago, the message with the capital budget funds was that they may be 

delayed with the other school of thought being that they will want to send this money out to the 

communities to help fund some economic growth with construction projects. That would make our 

project look better than a neighboring communities land acquisition, for example, so he thinks 

there is still a chance we can get that money. 

 

Mayor Fritz informed members that he was contacted last week from the Western Reserve Land 

Conservancy (WRLC), who walks the Forest Ridge property every couple of months looking for  
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compliance and non-compliance.  They informed us that they discovered that a group of 16-17 

year old kids have constructed a single-track mountain bike course in Forest Ridge between some 

of the common paths, which makes it hard to see.  He showed pictures of the bike course and 

explained that they created some damage by making some banking that is leading to erosion and 

have cut down some trees, and they cut some of the grading, which has led to water collection and 

erosion.  The WRLC has asked us to correct these issues.  The Police went and walked the area 

last week to see that damage that was done.  These kids had announced that they were working on 

a bike path to the residents on Riverstone Drive, where they parked, which leads us to believe that 

they did not realize that what they were doing was wrong or that they fully understand the 

magnitude of it.  The residents in the area were advised to call the next time the kids were in the 

area and we will have them tear down the jumps and re-grade the area and clean it up to the 

satisfaction of the WRLC. 

 

Mayor Fritz stated that a resident came to him with a great ideas and he, Mr. DeWater, and Mrs. 

Arrietta have been discussing it, and he stated that he would like the Parks Commission’s feedback 

as well.  The idea is to have a common area in the Village to plant some flowering trees and grasses, 

to commemorate what we all have been going through and to mark this spot in time for Moreland 

Hills. Mr. DeWater came up with an outstanding location (he showed a map of the area) which is 

the parking area for Forest Ridge.  There are two mounds that would be cleared and the Service 

Department would auger holes for the trees/pants to be placed.  We would provide the organic 

fertilizer and instructions on how to plant it.  We plant to choose residents to represent the different 

sections of the Village evenly, and they can come with their family and friends for a ceremonial 

planting.  The result will be a beautiful flowering entrance to Forest Ridge.  It is still a preliminary 

discussion and we are currently getting costs for the plants/trees.  The Service Department would 

prepare the site first and would place the plant/tree in the hole ahead of time, making it easy for 

the resident to back fill it, add fertilizer and water it.  Mayor Fritz stated that they could email or 

call him with any ideas.  Mr. Minoff stated that he thinks it is a wonderful idea and asked what the 

cost would be and if that would affect what the Parks Commission can spend.  Mayor Fritz stated 

that it would not and explained that the Village has an existing landscaping budget that those funds 

would come from.  The approximate cost is probably around $2,000.  

 

Mr. Janke stated that the planting is a good idea and that it would help bring more attention and 

people to the park. 

 

Status of Parks Projects 
Mr. Janke stated that this commission is much more informed on the status of projects after Mayor  

Fritz’s update.  It is unfortunate, because we were moving along and had many good things going.  

He stated that he did want to have this meeting so that this commission could be on the same page  

and meet face to face.  The Mayor has done a good job of keeping him informed and as soon as 

they know more about potential plans for moving forward, the Mayor can relay it to him or Mrs. 

Arrietta can inform the members so that we can plan accordingly.  He stated that he does not want 

to lose the momentum they had. 

 

 

Open Discussion 

Mr. Minoff stated that he found this convenient and enjoyed hearing the updates on the other good  
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things the Village has going on, so he would be in favor of continuing the Zoom meetings.  Mr. 

Janke agreed and stated that it is nice to maintain their normal course of business.  Mr. Janke asked 

Mrs. Arrietta if she could plan on having a Zoom meeting for the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Mrs. Arrietta agreed and stated that the next meeting would be June 15.  Mr. Minoff stated that we 

should plan to have the meetings, but does not think there needs to be one if there is nothing to 

talk about. Mr. Janke agreed and stated that there should be plenty of time to notify members if 

there will or will not be a meeting so they can all plan accordingly. 

 

Mayor Fritz reported that the Village is moving forward with Greening the Hills on June 13, with 

limited numbers of employees, Council members, etc. who plan to help with the event.  He 

informed the commission that the Community Kids Fishing Day may be delayed, but we will have 

it this year in the fall.   

 

Mr. Stanard asked Mayor Fritz and Mr. DeWater how many trees they are going to plant at Forest 

Ridge for the resident planting and how they will be selecting the areas or streets of the Village.  

Mayor Fritz stated that he and Mr. DeWater talked about 10 trees and 10 grasses as a starting point.  

He stated that he and Mrs. Arrietta had a conversation about making four quadrants of Moreland 

Hills, and through social media and the newsletter, we will notify the residents to contact Mrs. 

Arrietta if interested and they will be assigned a ticket number.  There will be different tickets 

based on the quadrant of the Village they live in and then we will pick a ticket (or two) out for 

each of the four quadrants.  That seems to be an easy and fair way to do it, but he is open to 

suggestions.  We are hoping to have the planting in the spring. 

 

Mr. Olsson asked if they could have the subcommittee meetings via Zoom as well.  Mr. Janke 

stated that he thinks that is a possibility, but we would still have to have someone take the minutes 

to submit them to Mrs. Arrietta.  He stated that they would have to have two separate meetings but 

he was not sure how to facilitate that or if they are able to do that.  Mrs. Arrietta stated that she 

believes you could have two separate meetings created but a “host” would have to do that, which 

is typically Mayor Fritz.  She stated that he was able to pass off the hosting duties to her tonight 

for this meeting.  Mayor Fritz stated that he was advised by CVD that you cannot schedule two 

meetings for the same time.  He stated that it would have to be two different meetings with different 

hosts and different start times for each.  Mr. Janke asked if it has to be facilitated by the Village.  

Mayor Fritz stated that the account we have for the Village is under his email address and since 

we have to worry about public records and the recording of and taking minutes of the meeting, he 

would say it should go through our Village account.  He stated that they can scheduled them for 

the same day, but different times and he could do that for them if they would like and turn it over 

to a member to be the host to record it.  He stated that he would have to double check before they 

do that just to make sure we are doing everything correctly and following the Sunshine Laws. 

 

Mr. Minoff made a motion seconded by Mr. Stanard to adjourn the meeting at 6:30pm. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

AYES: Mr. Friedman, Mayor Fritz, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Mrs. Renda, 

Service Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. Misterka, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. Wyatt  

NAYS: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:30p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Sherri Arrietta, Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


