
MH Parks Commission Meeting of September 21st, 2020 (via Zoom) 

Meeting Called to Order @ 6:05 p.m. by Chairman Janke 

Roll Call: 

Present: 

Mr. Friedman 

Mayor Fritz 

Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. Olsson 

Councilman Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt 

Absent: 

  Mrs. Prendergast 

  Mrs. Renda 

Also Present: Randy Nielson (MHHS), Service Dept. – Mr. DeWater (Arrived after Roll Call) 

Approval of Minutes from Parks Commission Meeting held on Sept. 17th, 2020 

Any Amendments: None 

Votes for Adoption of the motion: 

 Moved by: Mr. Minoff 

 Seconded by: Councilman Stanard 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mayor Fritz 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Councilman Stanard 

  Mrs. Wyatt 



 No: 

 Abstain: 

  None 

 Not Voting: 

  Mr. DeWater 

  Mrs. Pendergast 

  Mrs. Renda 

Agenda: 

Updates from Mayor Fritz: 

 Parks Commission Fund created by village and approved by the state. 

  This is a line item which will only receive funds raised by the Parks Commission. 

  To be used for improvement of MH Parks. 

 Service Dept. should handle bids for recommended improvements. 

  Maintain consistency with current village theme. 

 Mayor Fritz thanked Mr. Friedman and Mr. Minoff for their efforts toward the run/hike 

The Mayor recommended that a challenge be issued to commission members to encourage 

run/hike participants. 

Mayor Fritz asked for cooperation from the Parks Commission to promote the Village and Green 

Commissions efforts to improve recycling 

 MH is the #1 community in county for % of material recycled @ 26% 

Contaminated loads are directed to dump, which costs the village additional $ a detracts 

from those that follow recycling protocols. 

  A series of videos are being created to further educate residents on proper recycling. 

Mayor Fritz asked that the commission members share these videos to promote 

improved recycling in the community. 

 Mr. Minoff asked if separating cardboard and having a separate drop off was a possibility. 

The Mayor responded that it is something worth looking into as recycling cardboard can 

generate $ for the village 

Mrs. Wyatt stated that it would help to place emphasis on the village being #1 to increase 

interest and participation 



The Mayor shared a graphic that shows the stats for 59 communities, with the village 

highlighted  

 

Update from MHHS: 

The MHHS would like to donate a plaque to install at the horse mount block located near the 

cabin.  

 The block is from the Mapes Farm circa 1880 

The plaque would serve to further educate visitors about its relevance to the history of 

the village. 

 Mr. Dewater stated that the service dept. can accommodate its installation. 

Mr. Nielson commented that the MHHS would like to continue to take advantage of the Parks 

Commission for additional ideas and discussion on potential future improvements 

Mr. Olsson asked if the commission needed to vote on the approval of the plaque and it’s 

installation  

Councilman Stanard advised that the commission should vote, as this is the proper protocols for 

a public meeting.  There should be two motions, one for the plaque and one for the installation. 

Motion to Approve the Plaque for the Mapes Horse Mount Block 

 Moved by: Mr. Olson 

 Seconded by: Mrs. Wyatt 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Mr. DeWater 

  Councilman Stanard 

  Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

  None 

 Not Voting: 



  Mrs. Pendergast 

  Mayor Fritz 

  Mrs. Renda 

Motion to Approve the Installation of the plaque for by the Service Dept. 

 Moved by: Mr. Olson 

 Seconded by: Mr. Minoff 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Mr. DeWater 

  Councilman Stanard 

  Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

  None 

 Not Voting: 

  Mrs. Pendergast 

  Mayor Fritz 

  Mrs. Renda 

Mr. Nielson had a follow up question, asking if the commission has the authority to approve these items. 

Councilman Stanard replied that the commission does not directly have the authority to approve.  These 

motions are recommendations to the Mayor, who can approve or direct to village council if appropriate. 

Councilman Stanard that the MHHS should continue to work through the Parks Commission. 

 

Virtual Run Update:  

Mr. Friedman stated that the details of the contract between the village and RacePenguin are 

being worked out.   



The dates of the event are Oct. 31st through Nov. 8th so that it will span two weekends. 

 The event will include both a 5k route and hike.   

 Use Greening of the Hills to advertise. 

 Sponsorship ideas for local businesses 

  Donations can be giveaways or $ to help offset the cost of the race.. 

 Mr. Minoff asked for volunteers to make calls to potential sponsors. 

  Mrs. Wyatt will try to contact Flour. 

  Mr. Minoff has a contact at Heinens. 

  Fleet Feet has already donated gift cards. 

 Mr. Friedman asked about naming suggestions. 

  Councilman Stanard suggested “Head for the Hills” 

 Mrs. Wyatt asked about shirts and medals 

Mr. Friedman replied that shirts will be ordered through Arborware.  No medals will be 

given as this is not an officially timed event. 

Mr. Janke suggested that the commission keep the event simple as it is the commissions first 

attempt at outreach. 

Mr. Friedman will compile the content to get posted on the race website. 

Councilman Stanard recommended composing the donation letter prior to requesting 

donations.  The letter should be succinct and detailed.  

Mr. Friedman and Mr. Minoff agreed to work on the letter and graphic for the event. 

Hogsback Hill Cemetery: 

Mr. Olsson discussed the potential of the village assuming the upkeep of the cemetery, including 

the headstones. 

 Suggested that it could be a service project for students at OHS. 

Mr. Dewater stated the more info. should be obtained on how the headstones have been 

cleaned and the frequency.   

Mr. Olsson, Mr. Dewater, and Councilman Stanard to arrange a date for a site visit. 

Open Discussion: 

Mr. Janke encourage the members of the commission to come up with more ideas to advance 

the improvement of the village parks. 



Mr. Minoff expressed the importance of clear signs to be placed at the Garfield birth site so that 

it is easily located by visitors. 

Mr. Olsson and Mr. Nielson confirmed that progress had begun on adding additional 

signage. 

Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn at 7:13 p.m. 

Moved by: Mr. Minoff 

 Seconded by: Mr. Olsson 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Service Dept. - Mr. DeWater 

  Councilman Stanard 

  Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

 Not Voting: 

  Mrs. Pendergast 

  Mrs. Renda 

  Mayor Fritz 

 

 

 

    


