
 

Parks Commission Meeting 

January 21, 2020 

Minutes 
 

Chairman Janke called the meeting to order at 6:02p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Mr. Friedman, Mayor Fritz, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Mrs. Prendergast, 

Service Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. Misterka, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. Wyatt 

ABSENT: Mrs. Renda 

 

Also Present: Sherri Arrietta, Clerk of Council, Randy Nielsen, MHHS Treasurer 

 

Mr. Olsson made a motion seconded by Mr. Stanard to approve the minutes of the Parks 

Commission Meeting of December 16, 2019. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

AYES: Mr. Friedman, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. Wyatt 

NAYS: None 

ABSTENTION: Mayor Fritz, Mrs. Prendergast, Service Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. 

Misterka 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Mr. Janke welcomed Mayor Fritz. 

 

Grant Update  
Mayor Fritz stated that the Village just received information today from the Natureworks Grant, 

which outlines the grant parameters and he stated he would review them with Mr. DeWater. As 

you know, Mayor Renda had met with  Senator Dolan and Representative Robinson about the 

capital budget request in December.  They both have been very receptive and accessible regarding 

this issue.  Mayor Fritz stated that a letter went out from him to both the Senator and Representative 

stating his support of this project. 

 

Mayor Fritz reported that Rep Robinson is coming for a resident “Town Hall” meeting on March 

9 and suggested that it may be a great time to ask questions.  He stated that he has attended several 

in other communities and Representative Robinson provides a good overview of budgeting and 

legislative practices. 

 

Mr. Janke stated that they had asked Mayor Renda to share the packet that was submitted regarding 

the capital budget with the Parks Commission, but since she had to re-send it, she had asked them 

to wait in order to give time for the Senator and Representative to see it. Mayor Fritz stated that 

he has no problem sending it to them as it is public record and Senator Dolan and Representative 

Robinson have seen the information by now.  He stated that he would have Mrs. Arrietta send it 

tomorrow. 

 

Team Reports 

Mr. Janke opened the floor to the heads of each team/committee. 
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- Site Review Team 

Mr. Olsson reported that they itemized areas that they would like to work on.  The Forest Ridge 

Project seems to be in good hands with the Service Department, Village Engineer, and Building 

Commissioner as far as how it is going to be managed.  Hogsback Cemetery has some drainage 

issues and needs fencing.  He stated that they discussed what needs to be done to ensure that the 

cemetery is maintained after the Schwinds cannot do it anymore; a plan needs to be made to 

continue the upkeep of it. 

 

The James A. Garfield Birth Site Park has three signs that they would like to group together around 

the stone marker, which should help prevent visitors from walking too far onto adjacent property.  

There was also discussion to plant shrubbery to define the property lines better.  It was suggested 

to have a plaque designed to commemorate James Garfield’s military service at Veteran’s Gateway 

Park.  Mr. DeWater said that the Service Department is working with local historians on what the 

proper wording should be because the branches of the military were so diverse back then.  Mr. 

Olsson stated that they discussed what to do with the “pocket park” on Ellendale, which formerly 

had a home on it.  The house was knocked down because it was dilapidated and since the land is 

only ¾ of an acre, it is unable to be built upon (non-conforming lot.)  Mr. Olsson wondered if the 

adjacent landowner could purchase it from the Village.   

 

Mr. Janke suggested that moving forward they should try to structure these meetings by identifying 

what they want to do.  He stated that they have Service Department members in attendance that 

can help them determine the costs of these project; service time vs. outside source.  Minimizing 

cost and maintenance is their ultimate goal.  Mr. Janke stated that they should identify what they 

want to prioritize and ask Mr. DeWater to look into it and give them feedback.  Mr. Stanard said 

that the members might be able to figure out some costs so that they are not over burdening the 

Service Department.   He agrees that they need to identify the goal and give it to the Mayor and 

Council with an idea of the value. 

 

Mr. Minoff asked if there were any suggested improvements within Forest Ridge. Mr. Stanard 

stated that they left it alone because it is all related to the grant, the capital funds request, and sweat 

equity.  He stated that they will stand down for now and see what funds the Village gets.  Mrs. 

Prendergast asked about the possibility of including an E-vehicle charging station at the new 

pavilion. If people pay to use it, it would ultimately pay for itself.  Mayor Fritz said there is grant 

money for that type of thing and suggested having that discussion down the road. 

 

-Outreach/Fundraising Team  
Mr. Minoff reported that they discussed forming a separate organization; a 501c3 foundation. They 

would support what comes out of the Parks Commission and the other Committees.  They were in 

agreement that having a defined mission helps when asking for money.  He stated that there was 

discussion of creating a name – “The Moreland Hills Parks Corridor.”  It would help to group the 

parks together to make them one entity, which would also help for fundraising purposes. This 

would also be used to help develop some branding and marketing (i.e. maps that show the different 

things that can be seen at the parks, etc.).  Mr. Minoff stated that they feel that members could both 

serve on the foundation and the Parks Commission, and stated that they would not have the 

meetings at the same time.  There was discussion of holding a 5k or 1-mile fun run where the route 

takes you from park to park as a fundraiser.   This will help residents realize the amount of different 

parks that are in Moreland Hills.  Mr. Friedman and Mrs.  Prendergast have both had experience
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with these types of events.  Mayor Fritz stated that he is supportive of their efforts.  He stated that 

he thought they were leaning against creating a 501c3.  Mr. Stanard stated that it was left up in the 

air after last discussion.   

 

Mayor Fritz stated that he would need legal vetting to make sure that the Parks Commission 

members could also be members of the 501c3 foundation.  He asked that they provide him with a   

one page document of their intent and goals including cross membership so he can give it to the 

Law Director.  Mrs. Prendergast stated that it is important to know what their goals are before they 

ask residents for money.  Mayor Fritz stated that there are several issues that need to be investigated 

and that it is important in order to protect the Village from any issues related to soliciting funds. 

 

The Parks Commission members had a discussion about the 5k/fun-run fundraiser idea.   

 

If this group decides to create a 501c3 foundation, they will need communication with the 

residents; mailers and social media (Instagram, Facebook, Twitter).  There is also the option to 

have a Facebook ad that specifically targets Moreland Hills Facebook users.  Mayor Fritz stated 

that one of his goals would be increased use of social media, which includes Facebook.  He is 

currently working with the Law Director regarding specific language needed on the page because 

there could be the potential of violation of free speech, and so he would want to make sure the 

Parks Commission would be following the same procedures.  Mr. Stanard stated that Mrs. 

Prendergast’s point about knowing what they want is critical.  

 

Members had other ideas for fundraising and public events to get the residents more involved such 

as; a geocaching tournament/contest, battle of the bands, guided hikes, etc.  Mayor Fritz stated that 

he likes their enthusiasm and one of his goals is to have more public events to engage the residents. 

 

Open Discussion 

Mr. Janke stated that he feels that they are at a place where they need to find some direction.  This 

group has had a lot of ideas and he thinks the two teams have worked well to tackle two things at 

once.   

 

The members decided to change the February meeting date from Monday, February 17 to 

Wednesday, February 19, because Village offices are closed on the 17th for Presidents Day.  The 

plan is to hold the two team/committee meetings before the regular Parks Commission Meeting on 

the 19th at 5:15pm, as planned. 

Mayor Fritz stated that he will try to get some direction from the Law Director before that meeting 

regarding the 501c3, so he stated that he would appreciate it if they can get him their goals 

beforehand. 

 

Mr. Olsson made a motion seconded by Mr. Stanard to adjourn the meeting at 6:42pm. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

AYES: Mr. Friedman, Mayor Fritz, Mr. Janke, Mr. Minoff, Mr. Olsson, Mrs. 

Prendergast, Service Department – Mr. DeWater & Mr. Misterka, Mr. Stanard, Mrs. 

Wyatt  

NAYS: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
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The meeting was adjourned at 6:42p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

________________________________ 

Sherri Arrietta, Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


