
MH Parks Commission Meeting of February 22nd, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Meeting Called to Order @ 6:00 PM by Chairman Janke 

Roll Call: 

Present: 

Mr. Friedman 

Mr. Janke 

Mr. Olsson 

Mrs. Renda 

Mr. Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt 

Mayor Fritz 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. DeWater 

Mr. Misterka 

Absent: 

 Also Present: Maureen Geck (MHHS President) 

Approval of Minutes from Parks Commission Meeting held on Oct 19th, 2020 

Any Amendments: Mr. Olsson clarified that there are several standing dead trees near the cemetery.  

The minutes as written stated they were down.  This has been corrected in the minutes. 

Votes for Adoption of the motion: 

 Moved with noted amendments by: Mr. Standard  

 Seconded by: Mayor Fritz 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mayor Fritz 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Mrs. Renda 

  Mr. Stanard 



  Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

  Mr. Minoff 

  Service Dept. 

 Not Voting: 

Agenda: 

Update from Mayor Fritz: 

Mayor Fritz stated that the village is working to get renderings for the pavilion.  They will be 

supplied to the parks commission once available and the commission members will be invited to 

the village facilities meeting for input. 

There has been interest in the community garden, and he is open to the possibility of bringing it 

back. 

The Green Commission is looking to install composting barrels at Forest Ridge.  The composting 

bin will be donated. 

There was some damage at Forest Ridge from the snowstorms, which include down trees 

blocking the paths. 

Mr. Minoff has been researching how the village can aid in offering opportunities for village 

residents to obtain trees to be planted. A preliminary discussion has begun on the possibilities 

for implementation.  

Mr. Olsson asked for clarification regarding the parcel of land on the corner of SR. 87 and 

Chagrin River Rd., which is currently owned by Hunting Valley.   

Mayor Fritz stated that Hunting Valley purchased the parcel to prevent development 

under MH zoning and is currently considering making it a park.   

Mrs. Geck commented that it would be a good idea to incorporate the history of the pioneers 

that settled that area into the theme of the potential park.  The cemetery and surrounding area 

have a lot of relevant history.  

 

Update from MHHS: 

Mrs. Geck stated that the cabin has been quiet over the winter.  The MHHS has utilized their 

time to  develop ideas to enhance the site.  Conceptual drawings and plans are available to 

demonstrate how they want to grow and improve the birth site.  These ideas have come from 

both the MHHS and though engaging the community.  They want to further develop the stories 

for the cabin and other areas within the park.   



Mayor Fritz thanked Mrs. Geck and the MHHS for their efforts. 

Communication Path:  

Chairman Janke asked that any comments or concerns be sent to him for consideration and 

discussion with the Mayor.  The intent is to streamline the chain of communication.  The Mayor 

provided his support for this.  

 

Community Garden: 

Chairman Janke wanted to start the discussion on the community garden based on interest that 

he had received from the village residents and asked Mr. DeWater to provide an overview of the 

challenges in the past. 

Mr. Dewater stated that there were multiple challenges.  They included the availability of water 

and users of the garden staying on top of maintenance and clean up.   

Orange Village has raised beds, which is not feasible at the existing garden due to limited area 

and will not allow for the service dept. to till.  They can stake out plots for users to designate 

individual areas. The WRLC has been using it over that last few years. 

Mayor Fritz indicated that the village budget is near to being finalized, so any significant or 

moderate expense to improve the garden would not be available from village funds. 

Mr. Olsson asked how many people have used the garden in the past. 

 Mr. Dewater stated that there have been a range of users, 2-6. 

Mrs. Wyatt commented that she did not know about the garden and expressed interest in using 

it. 

Chairman Janke stated that this might be something that the Parks Commission could oversee 

and would need to develop ideas for future management. 

Mr. Minoff also stated that he did not know about the garden and would use it if available.  He 

also inquired about the potential cost of installing water to the garden/site. 

Mr. Dewater explained that there was no way to use public water, as it did not extend 

to the park down Chagrin River Rd and that it would be cost prohibitive to install a 

waterline. 

Chairman Janke asked if the village still has the water barrels and if there was a way to collect 

rainwater or utilize water from the nearby pond. 

Mr. MIsterka responded that an in-stream gravity pump could be installed at a relatively 

low cost. 

Mayor Fritz supported further discussion. 



Councilman Stanard asked if there was enough water in the stream for this type of system and 

does it run year-round.  He too expressed interest in using the area and sees the appeal to 

residents, as most of the village is forested and does not lend well to having a garden.  He 

supports looking into seeing if this is something that commission could manage. 

Mr. Minoff stated that if there is a cost associated with utilizing the garden, that would help to 

see who is truly interested in using it.  

Mayor Frtiz advised that a plan needs to be in place before any advertising of use of the garden 

is issued to village residents. 

 

Open Discussion: 

Mr. Dewater commented that the composing bins will be donated by Councilwoman Laura 

Kozminski-VanderHart. 

Mayor Fritz commented that due to the increased interest in composting by the village 

residents, he is researching options to do so.  There is the option of using a vendor that would 

allow for more items to be composted and the current collection spot is in Bainbridge, which is 

being utilized by some residents currently.  The MH campus was considered as a potential drop 

off site, but due to safety concerns it is not an option. 

Mr. Minoff stated that it might be useful to speak with Orange to discuss their garden. 

 Mayor Fritz replied that he had recently and that they are happy with it. 

Chairman Janke added that Orange has a wait list for users of their community garden.  He also 

stated that it appears to require a good amount of administrative resources to run and that they 

have access to water. 

Mr. Misterka gave an update on Forest Ridge.  He stated that 4 trees that had fallen across the 

hiking trails have already been removed, and that there are still 10 others remaining.  There was 

also some damage to the decking on one of the bridges that will need to be replaced. 

Chairman Janke asked Mrs. Renda to share her thoughts on the community garden based on her 

prior experience with it.  

Mrs. Renda commented that they had tried to generate interest, but it was ultimately a 

larger effort than expected and lost steam.  The WRLC also objected to the blue barrels 

used for water due to aesthetics.  She still feels that this is a great idea. 

Mr. Minoff spoke about the significant tree loss in NEO and believes that new emphasis should 

be placed on planting trees.  He feels that this is an opportunity for the commission to provide 

resources and encourage residents to plant trees to help offset the loss. 

Chairman Janke stated that events like Greening of the Hills could be used to spread the word. 

Mr. Minoff wanted to explore a fundraising opportunity to create an arboretum.  Donors could 

sponsor the plantings and relevant signage.   



Mr. Olsson asked for an update on replacing members. 

Mayor Fritz confirmed that there were two resignations and he will follow up with 

Chairman Janke to discuss the next step.  He does have some potential candidates.  

Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn at 6:43 p.m. 

Moved by: Mrs. Wyatt 

 Seconded by: Mr. Minoff 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

Mayor Fritz 

Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

Service Dept. 

Mrs. Renda   

Mr. Stanard 

  Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

 Not Voting: 

   

   

 

 

 

    


