
MH Parks Commission Meeting of April 19th, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Meeting Called to Order @ 6:01 PM by Chairman Janke 

Roll Call: 

Present: 

Mr. Friedman 

Mr. Janke 

Mr. Olsson 

Mr. Stanard 

Mr. Minoff 

Mr. DeWater 

Mrs. Wyatt 

Absent: 

Mayor Fritz 

 Also Present: Rick Misterka, Alex Czayka, Ursula Freundlich 

 

Agenda: 

Approval of Minutes from Parks Commission Meeting held on March, 15th, 2020: 

Any Amendments: Mr. Friedman noted that it was Mr. Minoff who suggested the strip of pavement 

across the driveway to access the trail to Potts Pier and not himself.  

Votes for Adoption of the motion: 

 Moved by: Mr. Standard as amended 

 Seconded by: Mr. Minoff 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Mr. Stanard 

  Mr. DeWater 



   

 No: 

 Abstain:  

Mr. Wyatt 

 Not Voting: 

Mayor Fritz 

Election of Chairman: 

Chairman Janke stated that In accordance with the parks commission ordinance a new Chair is 

elected on an annual basis and he opened the floor for nominations.   

Mr. Minoff nominated Chairman Janke.  No other nominations were made.  

Votes to approve the nomination: 

 Moved by: Mr. Minoff 

 Seconded by: Mr. Stanard 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

Mr. Minoff 

  Mr. Olsson 

  Mr. Stanard 

  Mr. DeWater 

  Mr. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain:  

 Not Voting: 

Mayor Fritz 

New Member Update: 

Chairman Janke informed the commission members that two proposed members of the 

 commission are in attendance tonight.  They are still pending formal approval, but were asked 

 to attend tonight.  Chairman Janke asked that they introduce themselves to the commission 

 and describe their interest in joining the commission and invited Mrs. Freundlich to go first. 



Mrs. Freundlich stated that she is a neighbor of Mr. Friedman.  She loves the parks and spending 

 time at Forest Ridge with her young family.  She appreciates the work done by the 

 commission.  Her family is a steward of the environment and greatly cares about green spaces 

 and looks forward to participating as a member of the commission.  

Chairman Janke asked that Mr. Czayka introduce himself to the group.  

Mr. Czayka works for the WRLC and recently purchased a home in MH.  His job gives him a good 

alignment with the commission and he spends time in the parks with his wife and dog.   

 

Open Discussion: 

Chairman Janke had a discussion prior to the meeting with Mayor Fritz and wanted to address 

 two items from that discussion with the commission.   

The first item concerned two commission meeting dates that the Mayor had prior commitments 

 and would not be able to attend.  Chairman Janke will be sending those dates to the commission 

 along with alternative dates to see if the schedule can be adjusted accordingly.  

Chairman Janke also wanted to acknowledge an email that was received by the park 

 commission and the Mayor would be addressing it with the commission at a later time. 

 

Community Garden: 

Mr. DeWater stated that Mr. Misterka has cleaned out and rototilled the garden.  Orange Village 

is supplying 3 loads leafy hummus to add to the garden.  The garden should be ready to plant 

the weekend of Memorial Day.  Each spot will be divided an have number plates. 

Chariman Janke asked if the Service Dept. knew how many people have signed up.  They were 

unsure and the Chairman will follow up with Mrs. Arrietta for the numbers.  Chairman Janke 

noted that it had been advertised on Facebook and through the village newsletter. 

Chairman Janke let the commission know that the village would not be charging a fee to use the 

garden.  The Mayor, Mr. Dewater, and Chairman Janke decided that it would be appropriate to 

not charge a fee as this was the first year of the return of the community garden.  He also 

encouraged commission members to sign up if interested in using the garden. 

 

Continued Open Discussion: 

Mr. DeWater notified the commission that the Service Dept. met with Holden Thomas, a local 

scout, to discuss a project. One of the areas of concern is the staircase that is located near the 

cabin that is slick due to water run off.   Holden wants to work to repair these steps.  Mr. 

Misterka will serve as the village liaison for this project.  The scouts have also committed to a 

larger project which will involve clearing out down trees and other debris around the Garfield 

park.  They will also be improving the path by adding wood chips.  The scouts will work on this 



project monthly once they get established.  This will help to take the burden of the service dept. 

and is greatly appreciated. They were hoping to surprise the historical society at this meeting, 

but will have to wait for a later date.  

Mr. Minoff commented that he is on the Board for the Holden Arboretum and wanted to notify 

 the commission of an upcoming event.  On April 30th, the Arboretum will be hosting a free tree 

 give way and free admission.   They will be giving away Eastern Red Buds and they are available 

 on a first come, first serve basis.  

Head for the Hills 2021: 

Chairman Janke wanted to make HFTH 2021 bigger than a single event day.  He wanted to 

 include other activities which could in include fishing, a scavenger hunt, and other 

 opportunities.    Local organizations could also be involved for info. sharing.  

Chairman Janke asked that Mr. Friedman update the commission on HFTH 2021. 

Mr. Friedman supported expanding the opportunities for the day.  He explained that at the last 

meeting he was tasked with exploring opportunities for HFTH 2021 to have a live event.  He 

reached out to the same provided we used last year, Race Penguin, and also to Hermes another 

local provider.  Both are happy to help out and have a similar cost profile and require a deposit 

as a part of the total fee ($500-$1000) and both take a small per entrant fee. To break even, 

there would need 125-150 participants without additional donations.  Mr. Friedman believes 

that this is doable as there were over 60 participants for the virtual run last year. He also stated 

that the commission need to explore date.  It was originally planned with coordination of  the 

completion of pavilion, but it should not be counted on.  To ensure enough lead time, the 

commission should look at late Sept. or early Oct. for potential dates. This will allow for the 

event to stay within a window of reasonably good weather.  Race Penguin is currently available 

for that time frame, but Hermes is already booked through Sept. Mr. Friedman emphasized that 

we need to plan on dates and a race provider soon so that we can proceed with plenty of lead  

time.  

Chairman Janke added that the event could also include a virtual hike, suggested route, or 

 choose your own route as we had last year.  

Mr. Friedman supported providing options as not everyone is a runner.   

Chairman Janke added that about a dozen volunteers would be needed.  Mr. Friedman 

 confirmed that we would need participation from the commission to accomplish this event.  

Mrs. Wyatt added that she likes that the commission is planning in advance and volunteered to 

 organize the scavenger hunt.  

Mr. Olsson asked if having a date by the next meeting would be soon enough. 

Mr. Friedman stated that 3-4 months lead time is sufficient, so locking in a date by next meeting 

 would be good. He explained that the first Saturday in Oct. is the 2nd, so that was the date in his 

 mind, but would like everyone’s input.  

 



Councilman Stanard updated the commission based on the last council meeting.  He stated that 

the council approved the Village Engineer to proceed with the bid package for the pavilion.  The 

engineer will prepare and put it out to bid.  Assuming that the package was ready to bid in May, 

the bids could be available by late June.  The bid estimates can contain time frames, so when 

the bids are opened there may be an understanding of when the pavilion will be complete.  This 

could assist the commission in coordinating the event.  If it is late June, that will still allow three 

month for planning and stated that it would be good to have a date by next meeting.   

Chairman Janke would like to further discuss the dates based on weather and pavilion 

construction.  Last HFTH was accomplished in 6 weeks, so three months would be great.  He is 

hesitant to plan around the pavilion. 

Mr. DeWater notified the commission that the pavilion package will be advertised on April 22nd.  

The bids are due back by May 7th.  

Mr. Olsson stated that he was inclined to not to tie the date of the run to the pavilion due to the 

unknowns with completion.  

Chairman Janke added that the lead time will allow to reach out to sponsors and advertise the 

event more.  

Mr. Friedman commented that we will need someone to lead the sponsorship and 

advertisement.  Other activities should also be considered and it would be great to have 

individuals on the commission take the lead. The sooner we can lock in a date would be better.  

Continued Open Discussion: 

Mr. Olsson asked if a portion of the land making up Forest Ridge was donated by Mr. Lang.  

Councilman Stanard clarified that the land was sold to the Western Reserve Land Conservancy 

 and the land was acquired by the village for $1. 

Mr. Olsson stated that the reason he asked is for the potential of a commemorative opportunity 

 if the land was donated, but if he was compensated then that would not be the case.   

Councilman Stanard confirmed Mr. Lang was compensated.  

Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn at 6:35 p.m. 

Moved by: Mrs. Wyatt 

 Seconded by: Mr. DeWater 

 Yes: 

  Mr. Friedman 

  Mr. Janke 

  Mr. Olsson 



Mr. Minoff 

Mr. DeWater 

Councilman Stanard 

Mrs. Wyatt 

 No: 

 Abstain: 

 Not Voting: 

  

 

 

 

    


